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Virtually Unattended Computer Configuration

and Optimizing Utility

This is an outline of software configurations intended to optimize a computer for basic to advanced users.  We hope to fully implement all configurations with a virtually unattended program from a CD/DVD.   The intention is to have the user customize what he/she wants the program to do/install/uninstall.  The program will then ask for all sub-configuration details needed to be fully unattended throughout the entire remaining process.  No changes will be made without consulting the user.
· Program will need to check:

a. XP or Vista (changes which programs can be installed and where start menu is located)

b. Amount of RAM

c. Graphics card type (onboard, NVIDA, ATI)

· Check for insufficient RAM for current OS (vista should have 1GB, XP should have 512), tell user to consider upgrading RAM to drastically increase system speed, give them a link to newegg.com

· Prompt user to attach all removable disks (hard and flash drives, SD card, etc.)

· Check for expired virus definitions and subscription.  Install antivirus, or prompt user with instructions for installing avast™

· Set virus boot scan

· Check for viral rootkits

· Install al Windows Updates

· Upgrade to Genuine Advantage and IE 7

· Might have to pre-accept the two Microsoft publishers of their active-x controls.

· Check for hardware that is still unrecognized (still need to think of what to do if hardware found)

· Check for multiple Java versions update and delete as necessary (leave old 1.6.0.4 for legacy programs)

· Ask user which programs to leave on computer, the rest will be erased

· Update flash and shockwave player

· Check for MPEG 2 decoder, installs if necessary 

· Install iTunes™ or Quicktime lite

· Real player lite

· Adobe Reader 8 (uninstall all previous versions)

· Scan for ATI and NVIDIA cards: update

· (XP ONLY)

· TweakUI (and configure) may prompt user for options

· If RAM >= 512, install Coolswitch

· (Vista Only)

· Enable advanced hard drive option

· Configure windows services

· Set power profiles, check if laptop or not, prompt user for hibernation and screen time values for max and balance power.

· Max power: everything all the way up, even on battery

· Balance: everything virtually all the way up on AC, batter almost saves as much as it can

· Least power: Everything all the way down

· Configure start menu and task bar

· Delete dialup connections from IE (and customize)

· Remove language bar, yahoo search bar (HP assistant, only on HP laptops)

· Clean and add to quicklaunch

· Notify user about “Alt+Tab”, (Vista only, notify user of “win-key+tab”)

· Recommend software to uninstall, programs that have not been used in a long time, all internet toolbars, Microsoft office student version install wizard, any defrager on XP, realplayer, and compare to a defined list I create.

· Iff a bitTorrent client is installed, recommend change to µTorrent

· Iff limewire is installed, check for update.

· Recommend software to install:

· Open Office and configure components to be installed.

· If Windows Office and Open Office are not installed, ask to install PowerPoint Viewer

· Firefox and it’s popular plugins, searches: google (default), Wikipedia, delete aol, youtube)

· Universal music converter

· Aim

· Windows Live Messenger

· Some universal messenger (Trillion)

· Vista/XP skins/themes

· Wallpapers

· Recuva (restores deleted files)

· DVD Shrink (configure)

· FastStone Image Viewer

· Gimp

· DVR-MS Toolbox

· Offer advanced user options:  Ask to install

· Software: disc burning, logmein, “Magic ISO”, Unlocker, certain firefox plugins (gmarks, connection diagnose, gspace,etc), gdrive, ISO buster, WinRar (if free only, or else choose other free archiver),

· Virtual Computer

· Virtual PC 2007 or VirtualBox, VMware if free, DVD decrypter,  etc

· Shortcuts: recent documents, quicklaunch.

· Update any programs newly installed

· Set boot disk checker scan

· RESTART

· Run windows disk cleaner

· Merge user start menus to All User account start menu

· Check for a shortcut in start menu to at least one “.exe” from each Program files folder

· Prompt user before deleteing startup entries like aim, but remove quicktime, adobe picture downloader, adobe reader quickstart, office quickstart, etc.

· Clean certain icons off desktop (aol, internet services, student edition of office wizard, help and support, etc)

· Cleanup all user account start menu

· Check for only one shortcut in a folder, collapse that folder

· If a folder only as a link to a program, and another link with the word “uninstall” in it, collapse the folder, only save the link to the program.

· remove from start menu:

· windows catalog

· windows update (leaving microsoft update) (check for complete microsoft updating instead of just windows update)

· New Office Document

· Open Office Document

· colapse iTunes folder

· Set default applications, media player, internet explorer, email program (start menu link)
· Install and run cCleaner (ask user which things they do not want erased, run registry cleaner, and backup to a folder on desktop called “Delete after a week” and schedule a delete with Windows if possible.

· Clean up unused folders(Ex. “C:\temp”, “C:\program files\AOD”)

· Benchmarks:

· If RAM >= 512, install “coolswitch”

· If RAM >= 2.5 GB, ask user if they play any high-graphics games, if they don’t, disable pagefile.

· If RAM <2.5 GB, set pagefile to 4-6 GB (change?)

· If (RAM<512 && Processor <= 1 Ghz), disable some graphical effects, else, enable all

· Defrag memory command

· Check system clock: region, auto daylight savings time, date) then sync with Microsoft.

· Defrag(XP runs windows defrager, Vista has Defraggler installed and ran)

· Remind user to run this disc so often.  Offer to set a schedule task (either using windows or not decided by software developer)

· File tree of %program files%, and all user start menu, if there are any programs not on our list, it emails the tree to us after urging user to allow the transfer, so we can improve cleaning capabilities of software.

Other thoughts: maybe user driverpacks.net for hardware

Many of these programs can be found on filehippo.com

